a 1 
. orks wrought through Faith a Condition 


7 our . n © 44, 


I 7 . 
Pg Ag 
4 
85 2 * 2 „ _ 7 
4 * 
. , . 
6 a = 
" x” + Ce 
* * 
g » 4 » 
> 2 O . o 
. 


SE R M 0 N 


Preached before the 
UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 
At St. M ARYs, 

On: Goiden June 7. 1761. 


7 1 a 
1 - N 5 2 
* 


"th 


2 
By GEORGE HORNE, B. D. 
Fellow of Magdalen College. 


———_— 


* 
_ 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 


— 


—— 


Printed at the CLARENDON-PRESs for S. PARKER, 


and Sold by J. RIiVINGTON in St. Pauls Church- 
Tard, Lenden. 


2 
* 


5 * 
Is 


4 
7 
P 
* * 
4 
of 
»s „„ ® 
* 
£8 
9 
* . 
at” * 
2 $ 
* 
. - ” 
e 92 * 
* 
14 4 
* 
* 
”. 
ons — w 4 
# 0 
* * 
* \ * . 
x 
” * 
* * 
: * 
6 z 4 
k : J 
6 
s. - 1 = 
* . 
£ 4 
#, 3 
* 
X 0 
* 1 5 
. 0" ” y 


Jauns II, 24. 


You fee then, how that by 1 a man 
15 Job ified, and not : by faith only. 


AS a diſciple of the holy Jeſus 
permitted to carve his own lot, 
and to chuſe his employment in 


wiſh to paſs his days, without ſtrife and con- 
tention, in the pleaſing taſk of contemplating 
the love and ſetting forth the praiſes of his 
divine Lord and maſter. But this is a felicity 
reſerved for us in a better world, and ſhall be 
given to them for whom it is prepared, when 
the church ſhall paſs out of her militant into 
her triumphant ſtate. At preſent ſhe is in an 
enemy's country: there is @ noiſe of war con- 
tinually in the camp; and every man muſt 
have his ſword upon his thigh, becauſe of fear 
in the night: every miniſter of the goſpel muſt 
be armed with the ſword of the ſpirit, which 
is the word of God, to combat every error, 
and put every hereſy to flight, that may other- 

A 2 wiſe 


the world, he would doubtleſs 
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4 Works wrought through Faith 


wiſe take the advantage of thoſe ſeaſons when 
the church is leaſt upon her guard, to aſſault 
and hurt the faith. It has indeed been a 
maxim ſometimes laid down, that falſe opi- 
nions, if let alone, will die of themſelves. 
But ſurely, the goſpel and experience teach 
us another leſſon. If men ſieep while the 
rares are ſown, it will coſt them many waking 
hours to root them up when they are grown, 
beſides the great danger there 1s of rooting up 
the wheat complicated and intangled with 
them at the ſame time. And if the maſter of 
the houſe ſhould think it needleſs to extin- 
guiſh a fire already kindled and infinuating it- 
ſelf among the beams that compoſe and ſup- 
port the edifice, he may ſoon be ſeen bewail- 
ing his unpardonable negligence over its ruins. 

Should it be aſked, who are the proper per- 
ſons to defend the faith, when it is attacked 
from time to time, and to ſtate the Chriſtian 
doctrines aright, as often as they are in divers 
manners miſunderſtood and perverted ; the 
anſwer is obvious — They who by the libera- 
lity of founders and benefactors are ſeparated 
from the cares and concerns of the world, 
that they may attend without diſtraction upon 
this very thing, and fee, nequid detrimenti ec- 
clefia capiat. 
| The 


a Condition of our Fuſtifcation. 5 
The /olifidian, or antinomian hereſy, which 
aſſerts, that man is juſtified by faith without 
«© works,” and which took it's riſe from a miſ- 
underſtanding and perverſion of ſome paſſages 
in St. Paul's epiſtle to the Romans, was one 
of the firſt that diſturbed the Chriſtian church ; 
inſomuch that St. Auguſtin fays, that not only 
the epiſtle of St. James, but likewiſe thoſe of 
St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude were writ- 
ten to guard the faithful againſt it's pernicious 
influences. His words are — Contra eam max- 
ime dirigunt intentionem, ut vehementer aſtruant, 
idem fine operibus nibil prodeſſe. * Many have 
been the hereſies ſince, in the compoſition of 
which this opinion has been a prime ingre- 
dient. But it was in all it's glory in the laſt 
century, and had taken poſſeſſion of the theo- 
logical chair in this univerſity, when the incom- 
parably learned Biſhop Bu// entered the liſts 
_ againſt it, and encountring it's ableſt cham- 
pions, gave it a total defeat in that palmary 
work, the Harmonia Apoſtolica, with it's de- 
fences, ſtyled by Dr. Grabe, the triumph of 
the church of England. But as hereſies make 
their periodical revolutions in the church, like 
comets in the heavens, to ſhed a baleful in- 
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6 Wordt wrought through Faith 


fluence on all about them, the time ſeems to 
be coming when antinomianiſin is to be again 


rampant among us. And what wonder that 


this or any other hereſy ſhould be introdu- 
ced and propagated, if men, inſtead of having 
recourſe to the catholic doctors of the an- 
cient church, and to ſuch of our divines as 
have trodden in their ſteps, will extract their 

theology from the lateſt and loweſt of the 
modern ſectaries, thus beginning where they 
ſhould end; if, inſtead of drawing /iving wa- 
ter for the uſe of the ſanctuary from the freſh 
ſprings of primitive antiquity, they take up 
with ſuch as comes to them at ſecond or third 
hand from the lake of Geneva: if the ſpirit 
of a Cyprian exerted in the maintenance of 
the vigor Epiſcopatils and the conſtitution of 


the church be accounted for bigotry and nar- 


rowneſs; and Clement and Ignatius paſs for 
but very moderate divines, when compared 
with the new lights of the tabernacle and foun- 
dery. Should this method of ſtudying divinity 
prevail to the excluſion of the other, there will 
ſoon be neither order left in the church, nor 
certainty in the Faith. Lk 

It is by no means my deſign i in the follows 
ing diſcourſe to endeavour to conduct you thro' 


all the windings and foldings of the polemical 
labyrinth 


a Condition of our Fuſtification. 5 


importance as man's acceptance with his ma- 


ker does not (bleſſed be God) depend upon 


nice ſcholaſtic ſubtleties, or fond enthuſiaſtio 
fancies. It may be ſettled in a ſhort and eaſy 
way, by ſuch plain declarations of ſcripture as 
holy men of old were wont to direct them- 
ſelves by, in thoſe happy times, when no one 
was accounted a be/zever who was not virtuous; 
and when faith and a good life were ſynonimous 
terms. © Alas (faith Biſhop Taylor the nice- 


{© ties of a ſpruce underſtanding, and the cu- 


c rious nothings of uſeleſs ſpeculation, and all 
«the opinions of men that make the diviſions 
* of heart, and do nothing elſe, cannot bring 
tus one drop of comfort in the day of tribu- 
„lation, and therefore are no parts of the 
| «ſtrength of faith: "nay, when a man be- 
« pits truly to fear God, and is in the agonies 
« of mortification, all theſe new nothings and 
c curioſities will lye neglected by, as baubles 
« do by children when they are deadly fick, 
* But that only is Faith, which makes us to love 
“Gold, to do his will, to ſuffer his impoſitions, 
vc! to truſt his promiſes, | to ſee thro" a cloud, 
* to overcome the world, to refift the devil, 
«to ſtand 1 in the day of trial, and to be com- 
.« forted 
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8 Warls wrought through Faith 


« forted in all our ſorrows.” The propoſition 
therefore which I ſhall undertake to prove, or 
rather to collect and ſet before you in one 
point of view the arguments by which learned 
men, and particularly the author of the Har- 
monia, have irrefragably proved it, is that 
evidently contained in the words of St. James 
now read to you, viz. that works wrought 
thro' faith are a neceſſary condition of our juſ- 
tification. You ſee then how that by works a 
man is juſtified, and not by faith only. 

I call works a neceſſary condition of our juſ- 
tification, becauſe moſt certain it is, that the 


only meritorious cauſe thereof is the ſatisfaction 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
alone by his moſt precious blood ſhed upon 
the croſs hath obtained for us remiſſion of ſins, 


and eternal life. But in the goſpel covenant, 


to which we are now admitted by baptiſm, 
faith and works are the conditions, to the 
performance of which thro' the power of his 
grace God has annexed the promiſes of re- 
demption, and without the performance of 
which a right to thoſe promiſes can neither be 
acquired, nor preſerved. That faith is ſuch a 
neceſſary condition, all Chriſtians are agreed. 


1 Bp. T, aylor”s Sermon ſtyled Fides formata, printed in the 
folio edition of his Sermons, P. 43. 
That 


à Condition of our Fuſtification. 
That works are ſo likewiſe I ſhall prove — 
from ſcripture eſtimonies; from ſcripture ex- 
amples; from the nature of faith; from the 
nature of juſtiſication; and from the proceſs at 
the day , judgment after which I ſhall ſhew 
from St. Paul's own words; that he preaches 


the very ſame doctrine with St. James; and 


cloſe the whole with the ſtate of that doctrine 
given by Biſhop Bull in the noble confeſſion 
of his faith in this . made by him 
when on his death bed. 


And irt, That works are a neceſſary con 
dition of our juſtification may be proved from 


plain and expreſs 7e/timonzes of holy ſcripture. 
For thus God by the prophet 1/aiah enjoins 


his rebellious people to. ceaſe to do evil, and 


learn to do well, and then promiſes that Ch 
their paſt fins. were as ſcarlet, they ſhould be 


white as Hao. Here, rem: Non of fins thro 


the redeemer is the gift on God's, part; cea- 


ing to do evil and learning to do well are the 


conditions on man's part. In the ſame manner 
the prophet Eze4ze/ informs the ſinner, to his 
great and endleſs comfort, that if he will turn 
from his evil ways, and make reſtitution, and 


walk in the ſtatutes of J fe, .. then all bis fins 


that he has ſinned ſhall not be once mentioned.” 


1 Jai. 1. 16. 3  Dzek, xxxIII. 4. 
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to Works wrought through Faith 
Our Lord in the goſpel calls all ſinners to him, 
that they may ind ref? to their fouls in the arms: 

of his mercy forgiving them their treſpaſſes; but 
then it is upon condition that they take his yoke, 
1. e. his law, upon them, and learn-of him, and 
Follow him, as his diſciples, in word and deed. 
Ye are my friend, fays he in another place, # 
ye do whatſtever I command you A greeably 
hereto it is declared by St. Peter, Heat i in every 
nation he that feareth God and worketh right= 
eouſneſs is accepted of him. And St. John in 
tike manner mſtructs us, that , we walk in 
Fight, as God is in the light, then. have de con- 
munion with him, and the blood of Fefus Chr. fe 
his fon chanſeth us from all Jin.* And again 
= Let no man decetve you there is therefore 
ſome danger of our being deceived in this point; 
he that doeth righteouſneſs is rigbteous. And 
theſe teſtimonies may ſuffice for the neceſſity 
of works in general, as a condition of our Jo 
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tification. - | 
But we muſt not, upon this occaſion, for- 


get thoſe ſcriptures which inſiſt upon the ne- 
ceflity of the great work of repentance in par- 
ticular for har purpoſe. To call- men from 


time to time to een was a N of the 
N TY. *, 
I 2 xv. 14 2 Als X> 34. 3 17m 1. 5. 
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V Contlition of our Fuſlification. 14 


employment of the prophets until John, who 
thus began his preaching — — an. for the 
Aungdom of heaven te at hand ; * bring forth 
Jruits meet for repentance i. e. in the lan- 
guage of St. Paul, do works meet for repentance.* 


When Jeſus . himſelf began to preach, it was 


in theſe words, Repent, and believe the goſþel.* 
With him accordeth the Apoſtle St. Peter in his 
firſt ſermon to the Fews on the day of Pente- 
cot, Repent, and be baptized, every one of yon, 
fer the remiſſion) of Jins. * And again, in an- 
other ſermon afterwards — Repent, and be cou 
derted, that your fins may be blotted out; 1.6. 
that you may be fed. Nor is repentance. a 
fingle work, but a complication of many, com- 
prehending under it, if it be genuine and ſin- 
cere, the following particulars ; viz. a true 
:/orrew and deep compundtion of heart for ſins 
paſt; an Humiliation under the righteous hand 
of God; an hatred and dete/tation of fin; an 
unreſerved conſeſion of it; an earneſt and im- 
portunate ſollicitation for the divine grace and 
mercy ; the fear and love of God; a cegſing 


From evil, and the occafions that may lead to 


it; a firm purpoſe of new: obedience; reſtitution 
1 88 Nath en unjuſtly. gotten ; Naben 


5 


"0 Att 111. 152 p ae” 64. * ET 3 Has xxV1, 20. 
4 Mart 1. 17. 5 Hes nr 38: 6 Ibid, x1m1. 19. 
ge B 2 * 


A 


2 8 n 8 2 y 1 — = 2, p 5» _ > - 2 
—=wm ==> w S 1 3 — — 3 2 =: . — 1 . 


<— Sz — 


95.8 
- \ 
4,6 
, $44.4 
y 
4 
. 
5 
* 

- 
Yall 
* 
8 * 

\ — 
* 
we 
\ ww . 
. 
# 
1 
13 
8 

* 
Il 
We , 
"508 
74 
1 
- 
AY 
* 
. 

1 
3 
* 
= 
"a 
Wo 
1 
55 
„ ' 
wi! 
770 
* 
1 * 
at 
2. 
* 
* 
2 
fi 
Mo 
\ * 
: 1 
\ „ 
4. 
1 
N 
0 
Vs 
% 
vt 
1 * 
28 
5 
4 
- 
* 
I 
T 
: 


T2 Works wrought through Faith 


neſs of all them who may have treſpaſſed 
againſt us; and laſtly, works of beneficence and 
charity, Theſe are the plain and ealy diagnoſ- 
tics of a true repentance, as as that is the beſt 
evidence of a man's being an object of the di- 
vine mercy, and in the right way to Juſtifica- 
tion, | 5 my 
A fecond argument to prove that works are 
a neceſſary condition of our juſtification may 
be deduced from the examples of holy men of 
old who were ſo juſtified. Of theſe illuſtri- 
ous worthies we have a long liſt in the XIth 
chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews. Here let 
us learn what juſtifying faith is, by ſeeing what 

it was and what it did in thoſe heroes of the an- 
cient church propoſed to us by the apoſtle for 
our imitation. By faith Abel offered a ſacrifice 
in obedience to the inſtitution of God; Noah 


built an ark; Abraham left his country, and 
kindred, and offered up all that was near and 


dear to him; Moſes rejected all the pleaſures 
and honours of the court of Egypt, and choſe 


to have his part and portion with the oppreſſ- 


ed and affiited church; and fo of the reſt : 


by faith they overcame the world, vanquiſhed 


all the affections of the feb when they ſtood 
in the way of duty, manfully reſiſted the de- 


vil, and lived and died in the /ove of God and 


their 


a Condition of our Fiuſtification. 13 
their neighbour. They fought a good fight, they 
finiſhed their courſe, they kept the faith, by 
making it a conſtant principle of action, and 
maintaining good works, without which they 
had aſſuredly fallen ſhort of the inheritance. 
In a word, thro” faith, as faith the apoſtle, 
they wrought righteouſneſs, and therefore ob- 
tained the promiſes : * And if ft be true, as 
moſt true it is, that without Faith they had 
never wrought righteouſneſs, it is equally true, 
that without working righteouſneſs thro' faith 


they had never obtained the promiſes. | 
The example that bids the faireſt for juſti- 


fication by faith without works is that of the 


thief upon the croſs. But a nearer inſpection 
will ſoon convince us, that even in that in- 
ſtance, ſingular as it was, faith came attended 
by her handmaids, repentance, piety, and cha- 
rity. For firſt, without compulſion he made 
a full confeſſion of his own guilt, and his Sa- 
viour's innocence — we receive the due reward 
% our deeds, but this man hath done nothing 
amiſs. adly, He made an open' profeſſion of 
his faith in Jeſus as the Meſſiah, the king of 
Iſrael, when he hung naked on the croſs, 
mocked and derided by the Jews, and forſa- 
ken of all, as an outcaſt of 1 and . 


1 Hes. x1. 33. 
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14 Wk wrought through Faith, 


zdly, He prayed to him in that character — 
Lord, remember me, when thou comeſt into thy 

kingdom. And laſtly, his charity reproved and 

endeayoured to effect the converſion of his fel- 
low ſufferer — Doft not thou fear God, ſeeing 
thou art in the ſame condemnation? and we 
indeed juſtly, &c. There is a paſſage upon the 
ſubject in one of the fathers ſo extremely 
beautiful and appoſite to the preſent purpoſe, 
that I cannot help tranſlating it — The pe- 
** nitent thief performs many offices of reli- 
gion at the ſame time. He believes, he 
« fears, he feels compunction, and repents ; he 
< confeſſes, and preaches; he loves, he truſts, 
and he prays. He is enlightened by Faith, 
* ſubdued by fear, ſoftened by compunction, 
«ſhaken by - repentance, purged by confeſſion, 
he is zealous in his preaching, and enlarged 
* in his charity, he hopes thro' confidence, and 
© obtains by prayer. Never ſurely did man 
perform ſo much in ſo ſhort a time! And if 
he was not juſtified by faith alone, where ſhall 
we find an example of one who was? But 

1 Multa ſimul pietatis officia complectitur. Credit, timet, 


compungitur, et pœnitet; confitetur et prædicat; amat, confi- 
dit, et orat, Fide illuminatur, timore ſubditur, compunctione 


mollitur, pœnitentià concutitur, confeſſione purgatur, prædica- 
tione zelatur, dilectione dilatatur, confidentia ſperat, oratione 


Thirdly, 


impetrat. Arnold. de ultimis ſeptem verbis Domini. 


a Condition of our Fuſtification. 1 5 
Thirdly, if we conſider the nature of faith, it 
will appear to be impoſſible that any man ſhould 
be juſtified by that alone. For if faith can of 
itſelf avail to juſtification, it muſt be either as 
it is an ent to the goſpel truths, or a reliance 
on the goſpel promiſes; for I know of no 
other notion of faith beſides theſe two. Novy 
that faith as an Ment to the truths of the goſ- 


pel cannot juſtify, is agreed on all hands; elſe 


were the devils juſtified, whoſe faith, or belief 


of the truths relating to him who is to be 


their judge, makes them tremble, which is 
more than it does to many who profeſs to 
have it. And then; as to faith as a reliance 


on the goſpel promiſes, thoſe promiſes being 


conditional, every reliance muſt be a deluſion 
which is not founded upon a conſcience wit- 


neſſing the performance of the conditions; 


and a reliance that is ſo founded is the reſult 
of works wrought thro faith. It undeniably 


follows therefore, that faith cannot juſtify but 


as it worketh by love; and conſequently, that 
works are a SHOP condition _ our Juſt wn 
tion. 7 | 

The fame dai; may be evinced, 
fourthly, from the nature of juſtification, which, 
being a Forenſic term, implies a priſoner at 


the bar, a law 9 which he is to be tried, a 
witneſs 


F r EY IT PSs 


8 


— —— . — | — — 
> „ re R ty gs - K 
— 3 WET ETD IS - n > . 3 A 2 — 3 — 

— — —. . ̃ ̃ .. ̃ ͤ K ˙ TIER: A 


N 


r * RY 
ES Ws, 


——— 


16 MWarks wrought through Faith 


witneſs to accuſe him, and a judge to paſs 
ſentence. Thus, in the caſe before us, the 


priſoner at the bar is man; the law by which 


he is to be tried is not the law of Moſes, ex- 
acting a perfect and ſinleſs obedience, but 
that of Chriſt, requiring repentance and faith 
with their proper fruits; the witneſs is con- 
ſcience; the judge is Chriſt. Now, no one 
can be juſtiſied, unleſs he be ab/olved by that 
law by which he is tried; nor can he be 46- 


 folved by a law, unleſs he has fulfilled it. In- 


deed, were we to be tried by a law requiring 


perfect obedience, it is certain no fleſh could 


be.juſtified by it, no man being able to fulfil it. 
But as we are to be tried by a law requiring 
repentance and faith, with their proper fruits, 
which now, thro' the blood of Chriſt, are ac- 
cepted and counted. for - righteouſneſs, it moſt 
certainly! follows, that works, go/pe/ works, 
works of repentance and faith, are neceſſary 
conditions of our juſtification, and that we 
cannot be juſtified without them. This con- 
ſequence cannot be evaded, but by ſuppoſing 
that the goſpel is entirely made up of promiſes, 
without any precepts, to the obſervance of 
which-thro' faith thoſe promiſes .are annexed ; 
a 1 ſurely that can be made by no 
Tr: 


a Condition of our Juſtißcation. 17 
man that has ever read the ſeven ſirſt 1 
of St: Matthew's goſpel. 

The fifth and laſt argument to prove that 
works are 2 neceſſary condition of our juſtifi- 
cation, is drawn from the method of God's 

_ proceeding at the day of judgment, as the 
manner of our being juſtified will be beſt ſeen 
by the manner in which we are declared to be 
ſo at that day. Now, how often is it aid in 
the new teſtament, that God ſhall judge every 

man according to his works, and that nor the 
hearers or bare believers of the goſpel any more 
than of the /aw ſhall be cio juſt before 
God? We muſt all land, faith the apoſtle, be 
fore the judgment | ſeat of Cbriſt, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bud. 
Our Lord, warning men apainſt fooliſh talk- 
ing, becauſe ꝙ every idle word they muſt give 
account in the day of judgment, ſubjoins — for 
by thy words thau "ſhalt be juftified, and by thy 
wordt thou ſhalt be condemned. * And elſewhere 
he foretells his ſecond advent in theſe words 

e jon of men ſhall come in tbe glory of this 
Father with his holy may and then ſhall be re- 
ward every man according to his works. And 

ſome of the laſt words delivered by him to 
21:3 Gr; v.40; £ Matt. X11, 36. | 3 Ibid. xv1. 27. 
* . his 
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18 Works wrought through Faith 

his church after his aſcenſion by the miniſtra- 
tion of the well beloved John, are theſe which 
follow — Behold, I come quickly, and my reward 
is with me, to give every man according as his 
work ſhall be. But above all, that celebrated 
paſſage, Matt. xxv. where the proceſs of the 
laſt day is deſcribed, ſhould be engraved as 
with the point of a diamond on the tables of 
our hearts for ever. There we hear the judge 
from his glorious throne, before which all na- 
tions are aſſembled to receive their final doom, 
declaring ſome to be juſtified and accepted, 
becauſe their faith had wrought works of love 
to him in his poor brethren and members ; 
andothers, becauſe their faith had not wrought 
thoſe works, to be condemned and everlaſting- 
ly rejected. Then ſhall the king ſay unto them on 
his right hand, come ye bleſſed children of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. FOR I was an bun- 
gred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirſty, and 

ye gave me drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was fick, and 
ye wifited me; I was in priſon, and ye came unto 
me. — Then fhall he ſay alſo unto them on bis left 


band, depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting 


fire prepared for the devil and his angels. FOR 


1 Rev. xxII. 12. 2 
8 T was 
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T was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat; I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a 
 flranger, and ye took me not in; wakes, and Je 

clothed me not; fick, and in priſon, and ye vi- 

fited me not. If therefore works wrought thro” 

faith are the ground of the ſentence paſt upon 
us at the day of judgment, then are they a 
neceſſary condition of our juſtification, of which 
that ſentence is declarative. 

Thus plainly doth it appear from ſcripture 
teſtimonies, from ſcripture examples, from the 
nature of /aith, from the nature of juſtiſica- 

tion, and from the proceſs of the /aft day, that 
by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith 
only, Marvellous would it be if, after this, 
wie ſhould find the great apoſtle of the Gen- 

tiles preaching a contrary doctrine. But having 
made our ground good thus far, we ſhall eaſily 
be able, by a ſhort ſtate of that caſe, to ſhew 
that he doth not, but harmonizeth in every 
reſpect with his brother apoſtle. 

In the three firſt chapters of the epiſtle to 
the Romans, St. Paul undertakes to demon- 
ſtrate that all who would be ſaved, whether 

Fes or Gentiles, muſt have recourſe to the 

goſpel of Chriſt. . To evince the neceſſity of . 

their ſo doing, he begins with convicting the f 

whole world of an In the firſt chapter he | 

e 2 pre- | 
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| prefers a bill of indictment againſt the Gen- 
tiles, ſetting before them their abominable 
ſins againſt God, their neighbours, and their 
own ſouls and bodies; their idolatry, and 
their iniquity. But as the Few was always 
ready to thank God that he was not as the 
_ Gentiles were, as living under a perfect law 
given him by God himſelf immediately from 
heaven, St. Paul in the ſecond chapter takes 
down his pride, by telling him, that the per- 
fection of a law could not be matter of glory, 
but of ſhame and condemnation to the tranſ- 
greſſors of it; and that this was ſo notoriouſ- 
ly the caſe of the Jews, that through their 
breaking the law, in which they fooliſhly 
4 made their boaſt, the lawgiver was diſhonour- 
| ed, and the name of God blaſphemed even 
among the Gentiles on that account. Having 
thus proved both few and Gentile to be under 
In, having ſlapped every mouth by ſhewing 
all the world to be guilty and obnoxious to the 
judgment of God, the Apoſtle makes his in- 
ference in the third chapter — Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſti- 
fred in His fight ; plainly, becauſe all fleſh ha- 
ving tranſgreſſed the law, all fleſh is con- 
demned by it, and therefore men muſt go 
elſewhere for juſtification, St, Paul tells them, 
8 whither 
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4 Condition of our Juſtification. 21 
whither they are to go in the following glo- 
rious ſtate of that doctrine according to the 
goſpel — But now the righteoufneſs of God with- 
out the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the 
law and the prophets; even the righteoujneſs of 
God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, 
and upon all them that believe; for there 1s no 
difference ; for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God; being juſtified freely by his grace, 
thro' the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt; aubom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, thro faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs, for the 
remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, thro' the forbearance 
of God; to declare, IJ jay, at this time his right- 
 eouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and yet the juſti- 
fer of him that believeth in Jeſus. Where is boaſt- 
ing then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay : but by the law of faith. From 
theſe premiſes the apoſtle now draws his: great 
concluſion — Therefore we conclude that a-man is 
juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the lam. 
Out of theſe laſt words ariſe two queſtions, 
which being anſwered, every difficulty will 
vaniſh, and the great truth witneſſed both by 
St. Paul and St. James ſhine forth without a 
cloud. The queſtions are theſe. Firſt, what 
are the works here excluded by St. Paul, as 
unneceſſary to juſtification ? Secondly, what | 
18 f 
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Works wrought | through Faith 
is the faith to which juſtification is attribu- 


ted? 
With regard to the firſt, what are the 


works here excluded by St. Paul, as unneceſ- 
fary to juſtification ?-. the anſwer is obvious. 
They are heathen and Fewiſh works, whether 


ceremonial, or moral, performed without the 
grace of Chriſt, and ſet up as meritorious ; 
without theſe doubtleſs a man is juſtified, for 


it was the impoſſibility of his being juſtified 
by them, which made it neceſſary that juſti- 
fication ſhould be the gift of God, and brought 
Chriſt from heaven to obtain it for us. That 


theſe are the works intended by the Apoſtle is 


undeniably evident from hence, that heathens 
and carnal Fews are the perſons againſt whom 


he is here arguing. Not one word is here 
_ againſt good works wrought thro faith by the 


Boly Ghoſt, which are as neceſſary a condition 


of our juſtification as faith itſelf, and made ſo 
by this very St. Paul, as ſhall be now ſhewn, 


in anſwer to the 


Second queſtion, viz. what is the faith to 


which juſtification is attributed by him in this 


place? He ſhall tell us himſelf. In Chrif 
Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing nor 
wNci ANTI: but faith which wor erb 2 love, * 


1 Gal. v. 6. | 
In 
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In Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any 


thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. 


In Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any 


thing, nor uncircumciſion, but keeping the com- 
mandments of God. Who does not ſee here 


that the faith to which St. Paul attributes 


_ juſtification, in oppoſition to the deeds of the 
law, is that which aworketh by love, is the 
ſame with the new creature, and implies in it 
the keeping the commandments of God. | 
Again. 7. berefore there is now no condemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. they are 
juſtified. But who are they ? It follows — who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, 1. e. 
who do not the works of the fleſh, but the 
works of the ſpirit : doing the works of the 
ſpirit therefore is the condition of their juſti- 


fication — F ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; 


but if ye thro the ſpirit do mortify the deeds Y 


the body, ye ſhall live. 
Once more. This ſame apoſtle, 1 Cor. x111. 


13. ſpeaking of ah, tho otherwiſe ever 
ſo ſound and right, as disjoined from charity, 


or /ove, maketh it to be of no value — Tho' I 


had all faith, and have not chari 95 Jam nothing. 
Faith therefore, all faith, faith in the higheſt 
degree avails nothing unto juſtification, but ſo 


3 Rem, VII. . 


1 Gal, v1. 16. 2 1 Cor. vii. 19. 


far 
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24 Works wrought through Paith ö 


far as it worketh by love to the keeping the 


commandments. The moſt orthodox faith may 
be without charity, and then it will be alto- 
gether unprofitable to him who hath it. But 
there would be no end of citing paſſages from 
St. Paul to this effect. Let theſe therefore 
ſuffice. 

But what ſhall we ſay to the caſe of Abra- 
how, of whom St. Paul aſſerts, that he belie- 
ved God, and it was counted to him for right- 
cone? Why, truly, we have nothing to 
fay, but only this, that St. James brings this 
very inſtance of Abraham, as of one who was 
juſtified by works. Wilt thou know, O vain 
nan, that faith without works is dead? Was 
2 Abraham our father juſtified by works, when 

he offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? - Seeft 
hou (and wonderful it is that there ſhould be 
any one who does not ſee) how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? And fo, his works being all wrought 
thro' faith, the ſcripture was ſtill Fulfilled which 
faith, Abraham believed God, and it was count- 


ed unto him for righteouſneſs ; his faith work- 


ing by love was accepted in Chriſt Jeſus, ac- 
cording to the terms of that goſþe] which 
the ſcripture preached before unto bim. Thus 
in this inſtance of the father of the faithful, 
5 as 
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as in a common centre, are the doctrines of 
both apoſtles met t One ſays, a man is juſti- 
fied by farth working; the other; by working 
faith; and this is really and truly all the dif- 
ference thete is between them. What pity 
then is it that ſo many volumes ſhould have 
been written to the infinite vexation and diſtur- 
bance of the church, upon the queſtion —— 


ſeeing they are two eſſential parts of the ſame 
thing? The body and the ſpirit make the nan; 
faith and works make the Chriſtian. For as 
the body without the ſpirit is dead, and there- 
fore but half the man, / faith without works 
Is dead alſo, and therefore but half the Chriſ- 


| fied otherwiſe - than his father is declared to 
have been — Faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect. | 


having adhered: to it through life, ſteering his 


wrote,. to the haven of everlaſting reſt. 


whether a man be juſtified by /aizh, OR works; 


tian. Nor can any /n of Abraham be juſti- 


I cloſe all with that noble confeſſion made 
by Biſhop Bull of his faith in'this article of 
juſtification, and ratified by him juſt before his 

death, when he experienced the comfort of 


courſe. thereby, amidf# all the antinomian er- 
rors of thoſe fanatic times in which he 


D I moſt 
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I moſt firmly believe (fays this excellent 
te prelate) that as I yield a ſtedfaſt aſſent to 
the goſpel. of Chriſt, and as I work out 
ff true repentance by that faith, ſhaking off, 
* by the grace of God, the yoke of every 
« deadly fin, and devoting myſelf in earneſt 
te to the abſervation of his evangelical law, I 
ce ſhall obtain, by the ſovereign mercy of God 
*© the Father, for the merits only of Jeſus 
: Chriſt, his Sen, and my Lord and Saviour, 
te who offered himſelf up unto the Father. a 
* truly expiatory ſacrifice for my ſins, and for 
ce the ſins of the whole world, the full remiſ- 
* fion of all my paſt fins, be they never ſo 
many and great. But then I have no other- 
wife any confidence of my ſins being forgiven 
eme, or of my being in a ſtate of grace and 
« ſalvation, but as by a ſerious examination of 
© my conſcience, made according to the rule 
* of the goſpel, there ſhall be evidence of the 
* {incerity of my faith and repentance. And 
« ] believe moreover, that while I bring forth. 
* fruits worthy of faith and repentance, and 
< while I not only abſtain from thoſe crimes 
e which, according to the goſpel, exclude a 
te man from heaven, but do diligently like- 
« wiſe exerciſe myſelf in good works, both 


70 * of piety towards God, and thoſe of 
: * charity 
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charity towards my neighbour, fo long 1 
may preferve the grace that is given me of 
4 remiſſion and juſtification ; and that if I die 
in this ſtate, Jam in the way of obtaining 
« by it the mercy of God, and eternal life 

and ſalvation,» for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I believe yet that I may fall away; and af- 
f* ter having received the Holy Ghoſt, as our 
* church ſpeaketh, depart from grace: and 
that therefore ought. to work out my ſal- 
# vation with fear and trembling.” I believe 
* alſo that in the goſpel there is pardon pro- 
( miſed to all that fall, let it be never ſo of- 
* ten, ſo that they do before their death re- 
te new their repentance, and do again their 
* firſt works; but then there is not any where 
** promiſed to them either ſpace of life, or- 
grace that they may repent. I believe that 
** there is given to ſome perſons a certain eu. 
e fraordinary grace, according to the good 
e pleaſure of God; but I aceount it the great- 
** eſt madneſs for any one therefore to preſume 
** upon ſuch a grace, or to challenge ought 
* for himſelf beyond the promiſes of God, 
** which are made in the goſpel. And laſtly, 
* it is my firm belief, that throughout the 
** whole courſe of my falyation, from the very 


s firſt ſetting out to the end thereof, the grace 
D 2 ce and 
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* and aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit is abſolutely 
e neceſſary: and that I never have done and. 
* never can do any ſpiritual good without 
« Chriſt, is my full and certain perſuaſion. 


«This is the way of ſalvation which by God's 


% orace I have entered into, or at leaſt have 
« defired to enter into, which I have there- 
« fore choſen,' becauſe it is clearly ſet forth to 


me in the holy ſcriptures, and is a trodden 


tt and a ſafe way, which all catholic Chriſtians 
& for fifteen. hundred years at leaſt from our 


Y9 x, \ 


66 Saviour 8 birth, have trodden before it 


God Almighty enable us all to walk in the 
ſame: way to the ſame end; and for this pur- 
poſe” let us beſeech him in thoſe excellent 
words of our church, to'< give unto us the in- 
« creaſe of faith, hope, and charity ; and that 
« we may obtain that which he doth promiſe, 
make us to love that which he doth command, 
6 "theo! Jeſus Chriſt | our Lord. Amen.” Fr 
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